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Application Serial No.: 09/457,049 
Amendment and Response to June 2. 2006 Non-Final Office Action 

RECEIVED 

AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS CENTRAL FAX CENTER 

Th- r *« , , ■ •„ , SEP 0 5 2005 

lhis listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 

application: 

1. (currently amended) A method for enabling q calkx- to Jeettf ^attempt communication 
witha called party- Hsing a computer system comprising: 

determinin E two OT more c on tacts associated with the called party from a contact list 

associating one or m o r e co n tacts with each^of a plurality of called parties 

determininp a first contact method associate d with a first co ntact of the two nr mnrr 

contacts, and a second contact method associ a ted with a second contact of the two or more 
contacts: 

prodding a contact Hat manager (10) in which a culled party con store a contact Hot (2 3) 
of two or more r ontaets; and upon receiving a request to looato a called party, referring to gaid 
ee ntact liot to automatioally at te mpt to looatc said onllcd party, wherein said automatioully 
attempt to locate said called parry comprises: 

_ .automatically sendin g 7 .h y aaid computer system, a message vie^usmgjhe. first contact 

method to the first contact and automatically e nding the messa ge using the second <™tnW 



method to the second contact toward, at least, a person other than said called party, paid first 
contact method associated with n contact in said contact liat, said message requesting kmation 
information regarding so id a contact me t hod associated with the, called party; 

receiving a response to said message from s aid p e rson, paid person be i ng other than aaid 

eaHa - fl ie first contact , said response indicating a seeefld-third contact method^ other than said 
first contaot method, for attempting to roach a ssociated with said called party; and 

automatically processing the r n ^ponso to fqoilitato uso of aa M usingthe see^third 
contact method to attempt to feaeh -communicate with s aid called party. 

2. (currently amended) A method according to claim 1 wherein said contact list 
monogor further comprises: 
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one or more contact methods (^associated with for each contact; and one or more rales 
( 24n) applicable associated with ea c ht o contacts**** gr contact mefeed^mcthod each of the nn. 
or more rules indicatin g one or more con ditions for sending the message ^r dmg ^ 
to send a locator r e quest . 

3. (currently amended) A method according to claim 1 wherein said first, second and third 
one ormorcHcontact methods cpmprisefe one or more methods selected from the group 
consisting of: 

one or more telephone numbers, 
one or more fax numbers, 
one or more pager numbers, 

one or more cell phone numbers, and one or more e-mail 
addresses. 

4. (currently amended) A method according to claim 2 wherein said contact list 
database Gtoros add&eaal associates contact information with said contacts or said contact 
methods, the contact information d esignating die-conditions for usage of said contacts or 
said contact methods. 

5. (currently amended) A method according to claim 2- whcrein ooid automatica lly 
attempting to looato said called party -e ompriso sv 

automatically sending ono or more moDsagoa to portion Mod in a contact list roque t ing 
location information regarding said called party? 

R eceiving rooponoeo to said one or more mcsoagag and presenting a response 
to a colling party; and , further comp rising 

cancellin g outDtanding - the message sent us i ng the second contact method 
in response to themecsageo when o response^ receive d response . 

6. (cancelled) 
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7. (currently amended) The method according to claim 6-Lfiirther comprising; 
allowing a called parly to configure said contact list. 

8. (canceled) 

9. (currently amended) A method according to claim 41. further comprising 
identifying whoroin ajhe called party *Mdontifiod-;_a3id 

using th g identi fies of colled parties are used in port t o determine system behavior. 

1 0. (currently amended) A method according to claim &-l_wherein said called parry may 
configure system behavior for a calling party. 



is~a£6 



1 1 . (currently amended) A method according to claim 6-L wherein said messaged 
predetermined prior to determining the first enntar-tra nnhrinp nnirl mq„n^ 

J 2. (currently amended) A method according to claim 6-! wherein the portico on the contact 
liotmayoubmit response s to said moaoofipa with comprises information Fegar4ifl ^associated with 
the called party. 

13. (cancelled) 

14. (currently amended) A method according to claim 6-lwherein said messages may be 
automatically cancelled i expired or recalled based on a timer. 

1 5. (currently amended) A method according to claim €-l_whereio said messages may be 
automatically cancelled, expired or recalled based on the successful establishment of contact 
between said calling party and said called party. 

1 6. (currently amended) An apparatus to attempt communication with fm- nntn™nti™n y 
looating a called party comprising: 
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a contact list manager (10) in which a called party can stor o comprisinp a 1ist-ff-2) 
associating one or more contacts wit h each of a plurality of called parties, the contact list 
manager to determineef two or more contact s associated with the called party, to 
determine a first contact method associ a ted with a first contact of the two or more 
contacts, and to determine a second c o ntact method associated w ith a second contact nf 
the two or more contacts;.and 

a-ee nfigumtion interface (1 8 fe 

. — a locator to automatically send a mess age using the first contact method to the first 

contact, and to automatically send the message using t h e second contact method to the second 
cpmact, said message requesting a contact m ethod associated with the called party, to ragive a 
response to said message from the first contact said re s ponse indicating a third contact method 
associated with said called party: and to a u tomatically use the third contact method to attemp t tn 
communicate with said called party 

j60) capable of sending out Inontinn mnnnn^n ;„ T-n^n/f t0 invo c ation by n 

ca t ling party who io cooking to locato nnid collod party, and receiving and handling responses ? 
wherein a rogponoo by a person other than paid calling parts', to a location request moooago pout to 
a first destination (22a\. indicnton n ipmnrf r^r-tinnf™ ™%-nt, in f ? mte ci ro c ntly called to 
roach the called party, and said first and oooond destinations arc of different multimedia, types . 

1 7. (currently amended) An apparatus according to claim 1 6 further comprising: 
one or more contact lists.-^2)-_associated with one or more called parties; and 
one or more rule sets (34>-associated with tioe one or more called parties. 

1 8. (currently amended) An apparatus according to claim 16 further comprising: 

one ormora a system e^fonp-contact list s (12) prodding comprising contacts associated 
wjt h t hat are applicable to more than one called party; and 

e*KH*4»efea system <*^re«p~rule sets (11) applioab ^ associated withto more than one 
called party. 

19. (cancelled) 
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RECEIVED 

CENTRAL FAX CENTER 

20. (currently amended) An apparatus according to claim 1 6 further comprising: <j£p q ^ 2qqc 

a cancellation module for determining whea-to cancel outstanding messages and to. 
sendiag cancellation requests. 

2 1 - (currently amended) A method according to claim 1 wherein said seeeftd -third contact 
method includes a telephone nnmbcr Aat is entered m full in response to said message by a 
responding party . 

22. (previously presented) A method according to claim 1 wherein said second contact 
method includes a telephone number, and said first contact method includes an e-mail address. 

23. (currently amended) A method according to claim 1 wherein said automatically 
processing tho responoo compriooofiirther comp risin p automatically extracting said seeead-third 
contact method from said response. 

24. (currently amended) A method according to claim 23 wherein said first contact method 
and said second contact methods comprised telephone numbers, said seeeed-ifcMcontact 
method is a telephone numbe r spoken verbally by a reaponding party telephone, and said 
automatically extracting said seeefid^irdcontact method from said response includes using 
speech recognition software to extract said seeead -third contact method. 

25 . (currently amended) A method according to claim 1 wherein oaid automatically 
propcoaing the rosponoc oom m iu o ofurther comnrisinp automatically extracting said seeead^hird 
contact method using optical recognition software. 

26. (currently amended) A method according to claim 1 wherein said automatically 
fgeeesaa e _ receivins *e response comprises recording said response, and further comorisinp 
transmitting audio associated with the . s eeoH^fejrd contact method nnd playing tho respond fm-to 
said caller. 
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27. (cancelled) 

28. (canceled) 

29. (currently amended) A method according to claim 6-lftirthcr comprising receiving a 
response to ono of paid messages, said one of said m e ssages having boon sent via a first contact 
m e thod, said - responao including location information including a oooond contact method having 
e-numbcr or address that is manually or verbally entered by a responding party to indicate 
location of said called party , wherein said first contact method and^eeWjtWj contact methods 
are of different multimedia types* 

30. (currently amended) A method according to claim 29 wherein one of said first and second 
contact methods is a telephone ca^aumbgLand aaefee ^ the other o f said first and second contact 
methods is a text-based mossagin g message . 

3 1 . (cancelled) 

32. (cancelled) 

33. (cancelled) 

34. (cancelled) 

35. (cancelled) 
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